


 
The Honorable Brad Wenstrup 
2335 Rayburn House O9ice Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup, 
 
I am writing to express American Rivers’ strong support for the Ohio River Way's federal 
funding request to install 17 ADA compliant kayak access docks and more than 40 
informational kiosks along the Ohio River. This initiative will significantly enhance 
accessibility and promote recreational activities and environmental education in the Ohio 
River basin. 
 
The inclusion of ADA compliant kayak access docks is a crucial step towards ensuring that 
individuals of all abilities have equal opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the Ohio 
River. By making these stretches of the river accessible to paddlers with varying levels of 
mobility, we are fostering inclusivity and breaking down barriers that may have previously 
prevented some individuals from fully experiencing the joys of water recreation. 
 
American Rivers urges you to support the Ohio River Way's application for federal funding 
to realize this transformative project. We are honored to be able to support this project 
bringing more people to this important River basin. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continued advocacy on behalf of the 
Ohio River. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Heather Taylor-Miesle 
Senior Vice President, Conservation 
American Rivers 



County  Administration  Building  a 800  Mt.  Orab  Pike,  Suite  101 a Georgetown,  OH  45121

Phone  # (937)  378-3956  a Fax  # (937)  378-6324

Daryll  R. Gray  -  Tony  Applegate  -  Barry  L. Woodruff

March  11,  2024

The  Honorable  Brad  R. Wenstrup

2335  Rayburn  House  Office  Building

Washington,  D.C. 20515

Dear  Congressman  Wenstrup:

Brown  County  would  like  to  be included  in the  Ohio  River  Way's  multi-community  application  for

portable  ADA  accessible  docks  to  be used  for  kayaking  and  canoeing  at the  public  launch  area  within  the

County.  These  docks  would  be a great  addition  to  our  public  boat  launches  and  public  use areas  in Ripley

and  Higginsport.

This  is a timely  and  requested  addition  for  the  communities  situated  on  the  Ohio  River  from  Cincinnati

to  Gallipolis  and  will  add  significantly  to  the  leisure  activities  while  enhancing  quality  of  life  through

additional  recreations  opportunities.

Brown  County  is pleased  to  support  and  is appreciative  of  being  included  in the  Ohio  River  Way

application.  We  thank  you  for  your  efforts  in securing  the  federal  dollars  for  the  multi-community.

Sincerely,

Barry oodruff,  President

Daryll  R. Gray,  Member

website:  www.browncountyohio.gov email: commissioners@browncountyohio.gov





 

 

 
March 14, 2024 
 
The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup 
2335 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman, Wenstrup, 
 
I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the funding application by the Ohio River Way to 
implement ADA compliant docks in our community. The addition of ADA accessibility to public areas is 
not only essential but also aligns with our shared values of inclusivity and equal access to recreational 
opportunities for all individuals. 
 
As a member of this vibrant community, I understand the significance of creating spaces that are 
accessible to everyone, regardless of their physical abilities. The introduction of ADA compliant docks 
will not only enhance the overall accessibility of our public areas but also serve as a testament to our 
commitment to fostering an inclusive environment where everyone can participate and enjoy 
recreational activities without barriers. 
 
The Cincinnati Recreation Commission wholeheartedly endorses the Ohio Rives Way application and 
initiative to make our public areas more accessible through the installation of ADA compliant docks. 
This project not only addresses a pressing need within our community but also exemplifies our 
collective efforts to promote diversity, equity, and inclusivity. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Daniel E. Betts 

Director, Cincinnati Recreation Commission  
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March 12, 2024  
 
The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup  
2335 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington D.C. 20515  
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup:  
 
Great Parks of Hamilton County is pleased to support the Ohio River Way's multi-
community application for portable ADA-accessible docks to be used for kayak and canoe 
access at public launch areas along the Ohio River. If long-term funding becomes available 
in alignment with the priorities of our master plan, Great Parks may consider a feasibility 
study to determine if one of these facilities could be located on one of our riverfront 
properties. 
 
The estimated size of the dock is 8 feet by 20 feet with durability for wheelchair access. As I 
understand this grant application, if approved, the dock would be 100% funded. The Ohio 
River Way would work with the public entities at each location to maintain the dock for 
public use during paddling season and to properly store and care for it during the off 
season and during flood events. 
 
This is a timely and requested addition for the communities situated on the Ohio River from 
Cincinnati to Gallipolis, and it will add significantly to the leisure activities while enhancing 
quality of life through additional recreational opportunities.  
 
We thank you for your efforts in securing the federal dollars for this multi-community effort! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Todd Palmeter 
Chief Executive Officer 
Great Parks of Hamilton County 



 

March 25, 2024 

 

The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup        

2335 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Representative Wenstrup, 

 

I write to express my strong support for the application, supported by regional advocates and 

civic leaders alike, for the Fiscal Year 2025 Congressionally Directed Spending request for the 

Ohio River Way “Access for All” project. ADA compliant docks along this stretch of the Ohio 

River will improve accessibility, regional connectivity, and collective pride in this incredible 

public asset. 

 

For communities throughout Southern Ohio, the Ohio River is a cherished feature of our natural 

ecosystem. Its beauty and environmental significance help attract folks to the region, help boost 

our local economy, and help support our climate-resilience. As we look ahead to the future, there 

are major social benefits to maintaining and improving the Ohio River as an enjoyable public 

space. 

 

Cincinnati is proud to be home to a nationally renowned parks system. We have made consistent, 

strategic investments in ensuring that residents of all zip codes and income levels have access to 

great public spaces and fun, inclusive outdoor activities. Strengthening the Ohio River’s 

accessibility through the “Access for All” project will further this goal, giving even more 

residents an option to enjoy all our region has to offer.  

 

I thank you for your consideration of this strong, collaborative application, and I am available for 

any questions you may have. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Aftab Pureval 

Mayor, City of Cincinnati  
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March 12, 2024  

The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup  
2335 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington D.C., 20515  

Dear Congressman Wenstrup:  

I trust that you are doing well.  I am sorry that you have announced your retirement.  However, as you know, you only get 
so much time with a young family.  That time is without equal.  You made the right decision for the right reason. 

I am writing on an important matter. As CEO of Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI), I am 
writing in support of the Ohio River Way's multi-community application for portable ADA accessible docks and 
informational kiosks at access points along the river, from Hamilton County to Gallia County. Both areas will promote 
safety and access to recreation on the Ohio River for all users.  

These ADA compliant docks, about 8 feet by 20 feet and durable for wheelchair access, make it easier for those with 
mobility challenges to safely launch and recover their paddle craft from the water. As a bonus these docks do the same 
for paddlers of all abilities.  

Additionally, having them spread across 200 miles of the Ohio River will make this one of the longest ADA accessible 
water trails in the country. This will communicate to the world that the Ohio River is available and accessible to everyone 
and for all activities. 

Likewise, the informational kiosks will provide detailed information on how to safely recreate on the Ohio River; details of 
local events along the river; and provide a QR code to link users to the award-winning Ohio River Way Digital Guide. The 
guide was developed by OKI in partnership with the Ohio River Way. The guide allows users to see where they are on the 
river, points of interest around them, and real-time locations of commercial traffic on the water.  

OKI is pleased to support the Ohio River Way application. Foremost in our mission is to help build an infrastructure and 
transportation system that works for all!  

We thank you for your efforts in securing the federal dollars for this multi-community effort.  

I sincerely appreciate your fair and prudent consideration of this application. OKI is unwavering in its confidence for the 

Ohio River Way and the other local partners in seeing this project to its successful completion, should the application 

receive a grant award. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark R. Policinski 

CEO 
 



 

Division of Parks and Watercraft  •  2045 Morse Rd  •  Columbus, OH 43229  •  ohiodnr.gov 

Glen Cobb, Chief 
Division of Parks and Watercraft 

2045 Morse Rd, Building A-3 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 

 

 

 
March 15, 2024 

 
The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup 
2355 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup: 
 
 The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) is very interested in being included 
in the Ohio River Way’s multi-community application for ADA accessible docks which will be 
used for kayaking and canoeing at our Shawnee State Park Marina, located on the Ohio River.  
ODNR is dedicated to improving accessibility at Ohio’s state parks. The addition of an ADA 
accessible dock at the Shawnee Marina will provide an opportunity for people of all abilities to 
enjoy the river.  
 
 It is our understanding that, if approved, this will be 100% funded and ODNR will only 
be responsible for maintaining public access to this dock and providing proper maintenance and 
storage during the winter months. 
 
 Recently, the ODNR has invested in numerous improvements to Shawnee State Park with 
the development of the new Ohio River Campground.  The addition of this ADA accessible dock 
to the marina will significantly increase leisure activities and improve accessibility to these 
activities. 
 
 We fully support the Ohio River Way in their pursuit of this funding and are excited to be 
included in the application. We thank you for your efforts to secure federal dollars for this 
program. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

GLEN COBB 
Chief 

 



 

 

SINCE 1948 

Improving Water Quality in the  

Ohio River for 75 Years 

Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission 

5735 Kellogg Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio  45230  

Telephone:  (513) 231-7719  

Fax:  (513) 231-7761 

Email: ashumard@orsanco.org 

March 11, 2024 

 

The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup 

2335 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Wenstrup,  

 

The Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO) writes this letter in support 

of the Ohio River Way’s project to install ADA compliant kayak access docks and informational 

kiosks at public boat ramps from Hamilton County to Galia County along the Ohio River.  

 

ORSANCO is an interstate compact agency with authority to operate water quality abatement 

and control programs along the Ohio River and its tributaries for eight member states within the 

Ohio River watershed. ORSANCO is relied upon to maintain the waters of the basin in a 

satisfactory sanitary condition available for safe and satisfactory use as public and industrial 

water supplies after reasonable treatment, suitable for recreation purposes and capable of 

maintaining fish and other aquatic life inclusive of all populations within the Ohio River Basin. 

Through this project partnership, ORSANCO can provide water quality and fish consumption 

data for public interaction at each kiosks. ORSANCO believes improving access to data and 

recreational opportunities is key to encouraging stewardship and improving overall quality of 

life.  

 

ORSANCO is a proud partner of the Ohio River Way. Through their widespread partnerships, 

they have successfully developed innovative solutions for connecting more people with the Ohio 

River. Allowing communities, and many people who never had the opportunity before, to 

experience it as a vital resource and economic asset. Securing federal funding for this project will 

help empower citizens with better access to recreational opportunities and water quality 

information. We thank you for doing your part to ensure the Ohio River remains a valuable 

resource for all. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Richard Harrison 

Executive Director 







 

 

 

 

 

 

March 11, 2024 

 

The Honorable Brad Wenstrup 

Representative 

2335 Rayburn 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

RE: Support for Ohio River Way Application for FY25 Community Project Funding 

 

Dear Representative Wenstrup: 

 

I write to offer my support for an application for Fiscal Year 2025 Community Project Funding 

being submitted by Ohio River Way. 

 

I understand Ohio River Way will include in its application a request for funding for 17 ADA-

compliant Kayak Access Docks and around 40 Information Kiosks that would be installed at boat 

ramps on the Ohio River from North Bend, Ohio to Gallipolis, Ohio – including in portions of 

Hamilton County that fall within Ohio’s First Congressional District. I fully support the funding 

for this request, and stand ready to assist on this matter in any way that I can. 

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office if we can be helpful in any way. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Congressman Greg Landsman  











  

 
Terry Johnson 
State Senator 
14th District  

 

April 5, 2023 

 

The Honorable Brad Wenstrup 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2335 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Wenstrup, 

  

Community revitalization for Appalachian Ohio is a priority we each share. That is why I 

enthusiastically write in support of Ohio River Way’s ambitious recreational renovations proposal.  

 

Frist, I want to thank you for your unwavering commitment to growth in Southern Ohio. As the 

State Senator for the 14th Ohio Senate District—which extends along much of the Ohio River—I 

am acutely aware of the impact that investments into this region can have on our communities and 

economy. Ohio River Way is taking a major initiative to make the Ohio River the most accessible 

stretch of any river in the United States for people of all abilities. 

 

Ohio River Way’s multi-community application for implementing ADA accessible docks to be 

used for kayaking and canoeing across 18 different villages and cities will strengthen both tourism 

and recreation. Additionally, the installation of over 40 informational kiosks greatly complements 

these efforts. This project is a prime issue for Southern Ohio as our region is far above the state 

average for those suffering with mobility disabilities, 11% of my counties’ residents compared to 

8.5% statewide. The current docks in the Ohio River create a safety hazard for those with mobility 

disabilities, as most injuries occur during getting in and out of kayaks and canoes.   

 

This proposal is endorsed by each county’s chamber of commerce and tourism boards, the ODNR 

Division of Parks and Watercraft, as well as many of the localities themselves. Completion of this 

project will remove significant physical barriers, making the Ohio River safe to enter and exit for 

people of all ages and abilities. The deployment of ADA compliant kayak and canoe access docks 

Ohio Senate 
Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Phone: (614)466-8082 
Fax: (614) 466-8261 
johnson@ohiosenate.gov 



will also enable many more people to experience the natural beauty of Ohio and its tributaries. 

These amenities will improve both public and mental health of Ohio’s residents and visitors alike, 

while also growing the outdoor recreation economy for Ohio River communities.  

 

I highly recommend Ohio River Way’s proposal and thank you for your vital support of this 

important project. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. My office 

can be reached at 614-466-8082 or Johnson@ohiosenate.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Terry Johnson 

State Senator 

14th District 

mailto:Johnson@ohiosenate.gov




 
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Ohio River Way's proposal to receive federal 
funding for the installation of 17 ADA compliant kayak access docks and over 40 informational 
kiosks along the Ohio River. This initiative is not only significant for enhancing accessibility but 
also for promoting recreational activities and environmental education in our region. 
 
The inclusion of ADA compliant kayak access docks is a crucial step towards ensuring that 
individuals of all abilities have equal opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the Ohio River. 
By making these stretches of the river accessible to paddlers with varying levels of mobility, we 
are fostering inclusivity and breaking down barriers that may have previously prevented some 
individuals from fully experiencing the joys of water recreation. 
 
Furthermore, the implementation of informational kiosks at public boat ramps, including those 
in Brown County such as Ripley and Higginsport, will serve as invaluable resources for both 
seasoned paddlers and newcomers alike. These kiosks will provide essential information on 
boating safety, water quality, local wildlife, tourism attractions, and more, enriching the overall 
experience for visitors and helping to promote responsible stewardship of our natural 
resources. Once deployed, these docks and kiosks will not only benefit residents of our 
communities but also attract visitors from across the nation, establishing the Ohio River as one 
of the most accessible and inviting destinations for paddlers of all abilities. 
 
I urge you to support the Ohio River Way's application for federal funding to realize this 
transformative project. Investing in accessible recreational infrastructure and environmental 
education initiatives is not only a wise use of federal resources but also a testament to our 
commitment to creating vibrant, inclusive communities that celebrate and protect our natural 
heritage. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continued advocacy on behalf of our 
region. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Adrianne Moran 
President / CEO 
Brown County Chamber of Commerce 



 

 
 

March 13, 2024 

 

Brad R. Wenstrup 

2335 Rayburn House Office District 

Washington D.C. 20515 

 

Congressman Wenstrup, 

 

The Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau would also like to be included in the Ohio River 

Way’s multi-community application for ADA accessible kayak & canoe launchs on Ohio Brush 

Creek at the Corp. of Engineers Brush Creek boat ramp located at 17085 U.S. 52, Manchester.  

 

Between the Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau and The Nature Conservancy, four public 

canoe/kayak (and boat) launches have been built in the upper brush creek watershed. An ADA 

kayak lunch at the mouth of Ohio Brush Creek is a natural spot for this dock with “just around 

the bend” access to the Ohio River and Brush Creek Island, or upstream to the calm waters of the 

Brush Creek pool would be an ideal location for folks with certain disabilities. A few years back, 

the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources placed an ADA compliant kayak launch at Adams Lake 

State Park. 

 

The Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau hopes you’ll consider the Ohio River Way’s grant 

application as it would encourage tourism to one of Adams County relished natural resources.  

 

Respectfully,  

Tom Cross 
Exec. Director 

Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau 

509 E Main  PO 577 

West Union, OH 45693 

937.544.5639  877.232.6764 

tomcross@adamscountytravel.org 

www.adamscountytravel.org 

 

 

http://www.adamscountytravel.org/


 

 
 

March 13, 2024 

 

Brad R. Wenstrup 

2335 Rayburn House Office District 

Washington D.C. 20515 

 

Congressman Wenstrup, 

 

The Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau would also like to be included in the Ohio River 

Way’s multi-community application for ADA accessible kayak & canoe launchs on Ohio Brush 

Creek at the Corp. of Engineers Brush Creek boat ramp located at 17085 U.S. 52, Manchester.  

 

Between the Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau and The Nature Conservancy, four public 

canoe/kayak (and boat) launches have been built in the upper brush creek watershed. An ADA 

kayak lunch at the mouth of Ohio Brush Creek is a natural spot for this dock with “just around 

the bend” access to the Ohio River and Brush Creek Island, or upstream to the calm waters of the 

Brush Creek pool would be an ideal location for folks with certain disabilities. A few years back, 

the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources placed an ADA compliant kayak launch at Adams Lake 

State Park. 

 

The Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau hopes you’ll consider the Ohio River Way’s grant 

application as it would encourage tourism to one of Adams County relished natural resources.  

 

Respectfully,  

Tom Cross 
Exec. Director 

Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau 

509 E Main  PO 577 

West Union, OH 45693 

937.544.5639  877.232.6764 

tomcross@adamscountytravel.org 

www.adamscountytravel.org 

 

 

http://www.adamscountytravel.org/


 
PO Box 3434       •      Great Falls      •      Montana      •      59403      •      1-888-701-3434      •        www.lewisandclark.org 

 

Keepers of the Story ~ Stewards of the Trail SM 

We preserve, promote and teach the diverse heritage of Lewis and Clark for the benefit of all people 

www.lewisandclark.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

March 14, 2024 
 
The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup 
2335 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup, 

 
The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation fully endorses the Ohio River Way's endeavor to 
transform the Ohio River, spanning from Cincinnati to Gallipolis, into the most accessible waterway in 
America, particularly for individuals facing mobility challenges. 
 
We understand the project aims to finance the acquisition and installment of up to 18 ADA compliant 
kayak/canoe access docks at key public boat ramps along the Cincinnati to Gallipolis route. Moreover, 
it plans to deploy informational kiosks at each boat ramp, offering insights on boating safety, tourism, 
water quality, wildlife, and more. 
 
Furthermore, our Foundation promotes the integration of historical interpretation components that 
honor Meriwether Lewis's expedition via keelboat along the Ohio River, which marked the 
commencement of the historic Corps of Discovery in 1803. This initiative could also serve to 
commemorate the Eastern Legacy of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. 
 
At the core of our mission lies the promotion of responsible stewardship toward cultural, historical, 
and natural resources, alongside the enrichment of local economies through authentic storytelling at 
trail destinations. In collaboration with community input, our initiatives aim to nurture stewardship, 
enrichment, and promotion of these destinations. Presently, our endeavors are empowering small 
businesses, tribal tourism ventures, and historically significant landmarks. We aspire to deepen 
travelers' comprehension of American history during the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery Expedition 
era and its enduring influence. 
 
We express gratitude for the opportunity to endorse this pivotal project, which aims to democratize 
recreational opportunities for all. Should you require further details about our Foundation and its 
commitment to preserving, promoting, and educating on the diverse heritage of Lewis and Clark for 
the betterment of society, please do not hesitate to reach out. 
 
 
Respectfully 
 
Richard A. Hunt 
Executive Director 



 
P.O. Box 3434  •  4201 Giant Springs Road  •  Great Falls  •  Montana  •  59403  •  (888) 701-3434 

Nonprofit Tax ID#:  51-0187715 

 
 



 

 

1223 Jefferson Avenue, Reading, OH 45215  -  513-563-8800  -  info@themillcreekalliance.org 

 

 
         March 14, 2024  
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Ohio River Way's proposal to receive federal 
funding for the installation of 17 ADA compliant kayak access docks and over 40 informational kiosks 
along the Ohio River. This initiative is not only significant for enhancing accessibility but also for 
promoting recreational activities and environmental education in our region. 
 
The inclusion of ADA compliant kayak access docks is a crucial step towards ensuring that individuals 
of all abilities have equal opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of Mill Creek and the Ohio River. 
By making these stretches of the river accessible to paddlers with varying levels of mobility, we are 
fostering inclusivity and breaking down barriers that may have previously prevented some individuals 
from fully experiencing the joys of water recreation. 
 
Furthermore, the implementation of informational kiosks at public boat ramps, including at Gest 
Street in Cincinnati, will serve as invaluable resources for both seasoned paddlers and newcomers 
alike. These kiosks will provide essential information on boating safety, water quality, local wildlife, 
tourism attractions, and more, enriching the overall experience for visitors and helping to promote 
responsible stewardship of our natural resources. The Gest Street ramp will not only provide access 
for the residents of our underserved neighborhoods in the Lower Mill Creek Watershed, but also will 
attract visitors and paddlers from the entire region and nation. This will establish the Ohio River as 
one of the most accessible and inviting destinations for paddlers of all abilities. 
 
I urge you to support the Ohio River Way's application for federal funding to realize this 
transformative project. Investing in accessible recreational infrastructure and environmental 
education initiatives is not only a wise use of federal resources but also a testament to our 
commitment to creating vibrant, inclusive communities that celebrate and protect our natural 
heritage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

1223 Jefferson Avenue, Reading, OH 45215  -  513-563-8800  -  info@themillcreekalliance.org 

 

 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continued advocacy on behalf of our region. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Schmitt, Executive Director 
Mill Creek Alliance 



 

 
 

March 13, 2024 

 

Brad R. Wenstrup 

2335 Rayburn House Office District 

Washington D.C. 20515 

 

Congressman Wenstrup, 

 

The Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau would also like to be included in the Ohio River 

Way’s multi-community application for ADA accessible kayak & canoe launchs on Ohio Brush 

Creek at the Corp. of Engineers Brush Creek boat ramp located at 17085 U.S. 52, Manchester.  

 

Between the Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau and The Nature Conservancy, four public 

canoe/kayak (and boat) launches have been built in the upper brush creek watershed. An ADA 

kayak lunch at the mouth of Ohio Brush Creek is a natural spot for this dock with “just around 

the bend” access to the Ohio River and Brush Creek Island, or upstream to the calm waters of the 

Brush Creek pool would be an ideal location for folks with certain disabilities. A few years back, 

the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources placed an ADA compliant kayak launch at Adams Lake 

State Park. 

 

The Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau hopes you’ll consider the Ohio River Way’s grant 

application as it would encourage tourism to one of Adams County relished natural resources.  

 

Respectfully,  

Tom Cross 
Exec. Director 

Adams County Travel & Visitors Bureau 

509 E Main  PO 577 

West Union, OH 45693 

937.544.5639  877.232.6764 

tomcross@adamscountytravel.org 

www.adamscountytravel.org 

 

 

http://www.adamscountytravel.org/


 
PO Box 3434       •      Great Falls      •      Montana      •      59403      •      1-888-701-3434      •        www.lewisandclark.org 
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March 14, 2024 
 
The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup 
2335 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup, 

 
The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation fully endorses the Ohio River Way's endeavor to 
transform the Ohio River, spanning from Cincinnati to Gallipolis, into the most accessible waterway in 
America, particularly for individuals facing mobility challenges. 
 
We understand the project aims to finance the acquisition and installment of up to 18 ADA compliant 
kayak/canoe access docks at key public boat ramps along the Cincinnati to Gallipolis route. Moreover, 
it plans to deploy informational kiosks at each boat ramp, offering insights on boating safety, tourism, 
water quality, wildlife, and more. 
 
Furthermore, our Foundation promotes the integration of historical interpretation components that 
honor Meriwether Lewis's expedition via keelboat along the Ohio River, which marked the 
commencement of the historic Corps of Discovery in 1803. This initiative could also serve to 
commemorate the Eastern Legacy of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. 
 
At the core of our mission lies the promotion of responsible stewardship toward cultural, historical, 
and natural resources, alongside the enrichment of local economies through authentic storytelling at 
trail destinations. In collaboration with community input, our initiatives aim to nurture stewardship, 
enrichment, and promotion of these destinations. Presently, our endeavors are empowering small 
businesses, tribal tourism ventures, and historically significant landmarks. We aspire to deepen 
travelers' comprehension of American history during the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery Expedition 
era and its enduring influence. 
 
We express gratitude for the opportunity to endorse this pivotal project, which aims to democratize 
recreational opportunities for all. Should you require further details about our Foundation and its 
commitment to preserving, promoting, and educating on the diverse heritage of Lewis and Clark for 
the betterment of society, please do not hesitate to reach out. 
 
 
Respectfully 
 
Richard A. Hunt 
Executive Director 



 
P.O. Box 3434  •  4201 Giant Springs Road  •  Great Falls  •  Montana  •  59403  •  (888) 701-3434 

Nonprofit Tax ID#:  51-0187715 

 
 



 

 

1223 Jefferson Avenue, Reading, OH 45215  -  513-563-8800  -  info@themillcreekalliance.org 

 

 
         March 14, 2024  
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Ohio River Way's proposal to receive federal 
funding for the installation of 17 ADA compliant kayak access docks and over 40 informational kiosks 
along the Ohio River. This initiative is not only significant for enhancing accessibility but also for 
promoting recreational activities and environmental education in our region. 
 
The inclusion of ADA compliant kayak access docks is a crucial step towards ensuring that individuals 
of all abilities have equal opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of Mill Creek and the Ohio River. 
By making these stretches of the river accessible to paddlers with varying levels of mobility, we are 
fostering inclusivity and breaking down barriers that may have previously prevented some individuals 
from fully experiencing the joys of water recreation. 
 
Furthermore, the implementation of informational kiosks at public boat ramps, including at Gest 
Street in Cincinnati, will serve as invaluable resources for both seasoned paddlers and newcomers 
alike. These kiosks will provide essential information on boating safety, water quality, local wildlife, 
tourism attractions, and more, enriching the overall experience for visitors and helping to promote 
responsible stewardship of our natural resources. The Gest Street ramp will not only provide access 
for the residents of our underserved neighborhoods in the Lower Mill Creek Watershed, but also will 
attract visitors and paddlers from the entire region and nation. This will establish the Ohio River as 
one of the most accessible and inviting destinations for paddlers of all abilities. 
 
I urge you to support the Ohio River Way's application for federal funding to realize this 
transformative project. Investing in accessible recreational infrastructure and environmental 
education initiatives is not only a wise use of federal resources but also a testament to our 
commitment to creating vibrant, inclusive communities that celebrate and protect our natural 
heritage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

1223 Jefferson Avenue, Reading, OH 45215  -  513-563-8800  -  info@themillcreekalliance.org 

 

 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continued advocacy on behalf of our region. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Schmitt, Executive Director 
Mill Creek Alliance 



 

River City Paddle Sports 

The Community Boat House  

1321 River Road 

Louisville, KY  40202  

www.rivercitypaddlesports.org  
    (Waterfront Park Yellow Parking Lot) 

 

Mailing address: River City Paddle Sports, 6215 Deep Creek Ct. Prospect, KY 40059 

Treasurer: River City Paddle Sports, 3711 Longview Rd. Louisville, KY 40299 

 

 

March 11, 2024 

 

Subject: Letter of Support for Ohio River Recreation Enhancement Project 

 

The Honorable Brad Wenstrup  

2335 Rayburn House Office Building  

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Representative Wenstrup, 

 

I am writing to express my support and admiration for your efforts to enhance 

recreational opportunities along the Ohio River. Though I am not a 

constituent of your district or even your state, my role as the Chair of the 

Board for River City Paddle Sports in Louisville, Kentucky, and my tenure as 

the Vice Chair of the Ohio River Way have given me a unique perspective on 

the importance of your work. 

 

Your leadership in Ohio serves as a shining example to all the states that 

border our shared treasure, the Ohio River. The project to install ADA 

compliant kayak access docks and informational kiosks along the river is 

particularly inspiring. Not only does it promise to make the Ohio River one 

of the most accessible for paddlers of all abilities, but it also sets a 

benchmark for community engagement and environmental education. 

The addition of over 40 National Park Service style kiosks, equipped with 

comprehensive information about boating safety, water quality, local 

wildlife, and tourism, is an excellent initiative. These kiosks will not only 

educate and inform river users and residents but also contribute 

significantly to the safety and enjoyment of the river. 

 

This initiative aligns perfectly with the values and goals of both River City 

Paddle Sports and the Ohio River Way. We are excited about the prospect of 

making the Ohio River a model for other rivers across the nation in terms of 

accessibility and educational resources. 

 

Thank you for your dedication to this important cause. Your efforts not only 

benefit the communities along the Ohio River but also set an example for 

environmental stewardship and community engagement nationwide. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dr. David Wicks  

River City Paddle Sports, Board Chair  

Ohio River Way, Board Vice Chair  

502-671-3595  

Dwicks1@gmail.com  

 

http://www.rivercitypaddlesports.org/
http://www.rivercitypaddlesports.org/
http://www.ohioriverway.org/
mailto:Dwicks1@gmail.com




 The Village of Aberdeen  
 1142 US 52 
 Aberdeen, OH 45101 
 Ph: 937-795-2212 Fx:  937-795-2421 

 Mayor, William Eastwood * Administrative Assistant, Judy Alles * Chief of Police, David 
Benjamin, Village Administrator, Logan Bolar 

 
March 11, 2024 
 
The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup 
2335 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Wenstrup: 
 
 The Village of Aberdeen would very much like to be included in the Ohio 
River Way's multi-community application for portable ADA accessible docks to be 
used for kayaking and canoeing at the public launch area within the City. This would 
be a great addition to our public boat launch and public use park area! 
 
 The estimated size of the dock is 8 feet by 20 feet with durability for 
wheelchair access. As we understand this grant application, if approved, would be 
100% funded. The Village does agree to and pledges to maintain the access docks and 
to properly store and care for during the winter months as we do for our current docks we utilize. 
 
 This is a timely and requested addition for the communities situated on the 
Ohio River from Cincinnati to The Village of Aberdeen, and will add significantly to the leisure 
activities while enhancing quality of life through additional recreational opportunities. 
 
 The Village of Aberdeen is pleased to support and is also appreciative of being included in 
the Ohio River Way application. We thank you for your efforts in securing the 
federal dollars for this multi-community! 
 

Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Logan A. Bolar 
Aberdeen Village Administrator 


